Refractive changes in children under general anesthesia.
Twenty-five pediatric patients were refracted without topical cycloplegic agents following induction of halothane anesthesia. Comparison of the intraoperative refraction with a preoperative, outpatient, cycloplegic refraction revealed a variable increase in myopia ranging from 0.25 to 5.50 diopters under general anesthesia. Several patients showed a significant asymmetry in myopic shift between fellow eyes, suggesting that a central accommodative mechanism may not be entirely responsible for the refractive changes observed.